
RIFLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Wednesday, September 17, 2008 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

7:00 p.m. * Council Chambers 
 

 The regular meeting of the Rifle City Council was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Mayor 
Keith Lambert. 
 
PRESENT ON ROLL CALL:  Councilors Beth Bascom, Alan Lambert, Jay Miller, Jonathan 
Rice, Jennifer Sanborn, Jeanette Thompson, and Mayor Keith Lambert. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  John Hier, City Manager; Wanda Nelson, City Clerk;  Jim Neu, 
Assistant City Attorney; Aleks Briedis, Recreation Director; Tom Whitmore, Parks Director; Jim 
Bell, Cable 10; Michael Churchill, Cable 10; Rod Hamilton, Public Works Director; Mike 
Braaten, Government Affairs Coordinator; Daryl Meisner, Chief of Police; Nathan Lindquist, 
Planner; Dick Deussen, City Engineer; Police Officers Jose Valadez, Kirk Wilson, Tim Blake; 
Sergeant Diego Pina; Tom Young; Kelly Blake; Shari Neuroth; Matt Flink; Scott Hirsch; Annick 
Pruett; Adam Beal; Joe Varani; Jon Isham; Ed Weiss. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 3, 2008 REGULAR MEETING; ACCOUNTS PAYABLE  

Councilor Bascom excused herself from voting on the minutes.  Councilor Lambert 
moved to approve the Consent Agenda; seconded by Councilor Thompson. 

 
ROLL CALL:  Yes - Bascom, A. Lambert, Miller, Rice, Thompson, Sanborn, K. Lambert 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND LIVE CALL-IN  
 There were no citizen comments or live call-ins. 
 
SWEARING IN CEREMONY 

Chief Meisner presented Officer Mike Pruitt to be sworn in.  Mayor Lambert 
administered the oath, and Officer Pruitt read aloud the Law Enforcement Code of Ethics.  
Officer Pruitt’s father pinned on his badge. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  CHAMBER OF COMMERCE SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT 
 Mayor Lambert opened the public hearing and swore in the applicants Annick Pruett and 
Shari Neuroth.  Ms. Nelson stated that the Chamber would like to have a beer garden at their 
Chili Cook-off on October 16.  They have also requested an exception to allow minors on the 
premises where the alcohol will be sold.  Ms. Pruitt explained that their plan to prevent under-
age consumption includes the use of plastic wristbands that identify patrons 21 and older.  
Councilor Miller moved to approve the Permit and allow minors on the premises where the 
alcohol will be sold; seconded by Councilor Sanborn. 
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ROLL CALL:  Yes - Bascom, A. Lambert, Miller, Rice, Thompson, Sanborn, K. Lambert 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  RESOLUTION 36-08:  WHITERIVER PLAZA PUD PRELIMINARY 
PLAN 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RIFLE, 
COLORADO, APPROVING A PRELIMINARY PLAN AND PRELIMINARY 
PUD DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR WHITERIVER PLAZA PUD. 

 
 Mr. Lindquist stated that this hearing was noticed properly.  Applicants Matt Flink and 
Adam Beal provide an overview of their project.  They seek to build a three-story mixed-use 
project at the southwest corner of 16th Street and Whiteriver Avenue.  The first floor will contain 
retail/office space, and the second and third floors will be used for condominiums.  Mr. Lindquist 
reported that the Planning Commission approved the preliminary plan in August.   Joe Varani 
expressed his agreement with the project.  Mayor Lambert closed the public hearing.  Councilor 
Bascom moved to approve Resolution 36-08; seconded by Councilor Rice. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Yes - Bascom, A. Lambert, Miller, Rice, Thompson, Sanborn, K. Lambert 
 
CEMETERY TRACTOR PURCHASE 
 Mr. Whitmore stated that staff received four bids for the purchase of a tractor for the 
cemetery.  Based on price, features, assemblage of parts, and experience and service, staff 
recommends the John Deere 3520 from Berthod Motors.  Councilor Lambert moved to purchase 
the John Deere 5320 in an amount not to exceed $22,223.80; seconded by Councilor Sanborn. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Yes - Bascom, A. Lambert, Miller, Rice, Thompson, Sanborn, K. Lambert 
 
RESOLUTION 35-08:  DOWNTOWN PARKING RESTRICTIONS 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RIFLE, 
COLORADO, AMENDING PARKING RESTRICTIONS FOR CERTAIN 
STREETS AND PARKING LOTS IN THE CITY. 

 
 Council has received recent requests to amend the parking restrictions on 5th Street.  
Councilor Rice moved to approve Resolution 35-08 as amended; seconded by Councilor 
Thompson. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Yes – Bascom, A. Lambert, Miller, Rice, Thompson, Sanborn, K. Lambert 
 
UPDATE ON DIAGONAL PARKING ON 5TH STREET 
 Mr. Deussen reviewed the possibility of converting the parallel parking along 5th Street to 
angle parking in order to increase the number of spaces available.  Because of driveways and 
access into and out of the gas station, only three spaces can be gained by making this change.  
On the south side of 5th Street, one space is lost with angle parking.  Striping and curb removal 
would have to occur to accommodate angle parking, with a cost of approximately $40,000 to 
complete the work.  At present time, Council is making no change to parallel parking on 5th 
Street. 
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CHANGE ORDER FOR 2008 STREET IMPROVEMENTS 
 Mr. Deussen noted this Change Order is for the installation of additional quantities of 
asphalt, rotomilling, concrete, ADA ramps, and traffic control associated with the overlay of 
Railroad Avenue and 25th Street in an amount of $53,968.05.  The funds are available from the 
Street Improvement Fund, and the change order represents about 11.7% of the original contract.  
Councilor Miller moved to approve the Changer Order; seconded by Councilor Lambert. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Yes - Bascom, A. Lambert, Miller, Rice, Thompson, Sanborn 

No – K. Lambert  
 
ROUNDABOUTS 
 
AUTHORIZE CATTLE DRIVE ARTWORK 
 Mr. Hier stated this request is for the purchase and installation of cattle drive sculptures 
in the roundabouts for $30,000.  There are 21 steel sculptures of cattle, calves, and riders on 
horses spaced across both roundabouts and the island between them.  The Visitor Improvement 
Fund (VIF) Board has recommended an expenditure of $14,000 from their fund for this 
expenditure.  Mr. Frontella brought a sample of the artwork proposed.  Councilor Lambert 
moved to approve the purchase and installation of the cattle drive sculptures in an amount not to 
exceed $30,000; seconded by Councilor Thompson. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Yes - A. Lambert, Miller, Rice, Thompson, Sanborn, K. Lambert 
  No - Bascom 
 
OPENING CEREMONY 

Mr. Deussen noted that staff would like to schedule an opening ceremony for the 
roundabouts, as the majority of work, including landscaping, should be completed by the end of 
October.  Council was in favor of a future ceremony. 
 
STATEWIDE BALLOT PROPOSALS 
 Mr. Braaten noted there are 18 ballot proposals this year, with four of primary interest to 
the City.  Initiatives 52 (severance tax for highways), 58 (ad valorem property tax 
credit/severance taxes), 59 (education funding/TABOR refunds), and Referendum O (citizen-
initiated state laws) are being discussed.  Councilor Lambert moved to direct staff to prepare a 
resolution in support for Referendum O; seconded by Councilor Miller. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Yes – Bascom, A. Lambert, Miller, Rice, Thompson, Sanborn, K. Lambert 
 
 Councilor Sanborn moved to endorse Initiative 59 through a resolution; seconded by 
Councilor Bascom. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Yes – Bascom, A. Lambert, Miller, Rice, Thompson, Sanborn, K. Lambert 
 
 Councilor Lambert moved to direct staff to prepare a resolution in opposition of Initiative 
52; seconded by Councilor Miller. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Yes – Bascom, A. Lambert, Miller, Rice, Thompson, Sanborn, K. Lambert 
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 Council is remaining neutral on Initiative 58. 
 
BLM OIL SHALE LEASING  
 Mr. Braaten described the BLM’s process for receiving comments on their oil shale 
leasing regulations.  Staff suggests the inclusion of language designed to assist communities in 
mitigating impacts likely to accompany additional oil shale leasing and development.  Councilor 
Lambert moved to authorize the Mayor to sign a letter stating Council’s position on oil shale 
leasing; seconded by Councilor Bascom. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Yes – Bascom, A. Lambert, Miller, Rice, Thompson, Sanborn, K. Lambert 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 Mr. Hier reported on: 2009 Budget; recent projects; Senior nutrition issues/upcoming 
IGA; board vacancies.  Mr. Hier noted that repairs were made to the sewer line in the creek bed 
as all manholes were buried in mud.  Remediation efforts are needed to grade and reseed the 
area.  Councilor Rice authorized PXI to complete the remediation and restoration work in an 
amount of $26,466; seconded by Councilor Bascom. 

 
ROLL CALL:  Yes – Bascom, A. Lambert, Miller, Rice, Thompson, Sanborn, K. Lambert 
 
 Due to its length, Ms. Nelson encouraged voters to apply for a mail ballot for the General 
Election in November.  Mr. Sturgeon reviewed a grant application that the City is completing in 
a partnership with RFTA.  Mr. Neu stated that the State may be crafting language to address 
neighborhood electric vehicles.  Mr. Briedis reported on the openings on the Parks and Rec 
Advisory Board. 
 
COMMENTS FROM MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
PARKS AND REC SCHEDULE OUT 
 Councilor Sanborn encouraged everyone to read the newly published Parks & Rec 
schedule for activities of interest. 
 
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COORDINATOR 
 Councilor Lambert thanked Mike Braaten, Government Affairs Coordinator, for his work 
on outlining the ballot issues. 
 
RIFLE HOUSING AUTHORITY 
 Councilor Bascom noted there is an opening on the Housing Authority Board. 
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY NED! 
 Councilor Bascom wished her husband Ned a very Happy Birthday! 
 
NOVEMBER ELECTION 
 Councilor Rice echoed Ms. Nelson’s earlier comments about voters applying for a mail 
ballot due to the many issues it will contain. 
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MOTHERS OF PRESCHOOLERS (MOPS) 
 Councilor Thompson encouraged mothers of young children to join the local MOPS 
group. 
 
WHITERIVER AVENUE PROJECT 
 Mayor Lambert has received multiple calls from the constituents living on Whiteriver 
about the street project voicing their concern over the length of the project and their water being 
turned off without notice. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:05 p.m. 
 
 
              
Wanda Nelson      Keith Lambert 
City Clerk      Mayor  
 
 
 
  


