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RIFLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

7:00 p.m. * Council Chambers 
 

 The regular meeting of the Rifle City Council was called to order at 7:07 p.m. by Mayor 
Keith Lambert. 
 
PRESENT ON ROLL CALL:  Councilors Beth Bascom, Alan Lambert, Jennifer Sanborn, 
Jeanette Thompson, and Mayor Keith Lambert. 
 
 Councilor Lambert moved to excuse Councilors Jay Miller and Jonathan Rice from 
tonight’s meeting; seconded by Councilor Bascom. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Yes - Bascom, A. Lambert, Thompson, Sanborn, K. Lambert  
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  John Hier, City Manager; Wanda Nelson, City Clerk;  Lee 
Leavenworth,  City Attorney; Jim Bell, Cable 10; Michael Churchill, Cable 10;  Rod Hamilton, 
Public Works Director; Charles Kelty, Finance Director; Mike Braaten, Government Affairs 
Coordinator; Aleks Briedis, Recreation Director; Nathan Lindquist, Planner; Shari Neuroth; 
Annick Pruitt; Boy Scout Troup 232. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 21, 2009 REGULAR MEETING; SET PUBLIC HEARING 
FOR MI RANCHITO LIQUOR LICENSE APPLICATION; ACCOUNTS PAYABLE  

Councilors Lambert and Sanborn excused themselves from voting on the minutes.  
Councilor Bascom moved to approve the Consent Agenda; seconded by Councilor Thompson. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Yes - Bascom, A. Lambert, Miller, Thompson, Sanborn, K. Lambert 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND LIVE CALL-IN  
 John Combs with Troup 232 stated that the kids want a rec center, and also brought up 
the problem with graffiti at Davidson Park. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  ORDINANCE 2-09:  TEMPORARY USE PERMITS 
 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF RIFLE, COLORADO, ADOPTING NEW 
SECTIONS 16-3-120, 16-5-150, AND 16-6-230 OF THE RIFLE MUNICIPAL CODE 
TO IMPLEMENT REGULATIONS FOR TEMPORARY USES IN THE CITY AND 
ADOPTING AN APPLICATION FEE FOR TEMPORARY USE PERMITS AT 
APPENDIX A OF THE CODE 
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Mayor Lambert opened the public hearing.  Following substantial discussion with 
Council at the last Council meeting, Ordinance 2-09 was amended to incorporate the comments 
at the previous public hearing.  Ordinance 2-09 enacts new regulations regarding temporary uses 
in the City as recommended by the Planning Department following referral to the Planning 
Commission.  The only temporary uses allowed in the City are prepared food and produce 
stands.  All temporary uses selling non-food items are prohibited.  Prepared food temporary uses 
are restricted in number depending on the district in which the use is requested.  Existing permits 
for prepared food are given preference for renewal over new applications if all available permits 
are issued for a particular district.  Mr. Lindquist explained that three permits will be allowed on 
the south side of town, two on the north, and one on the west.   

 
Councilor Jonathan Rice arrived at 7:25 p.m.   
 
Councilor Lambert moved to approve Ordinance 2-09 as amended and ordered it to be 

published by title as required by Charter; seconded by Councilor Bascom. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Yes - Bascom, A. Lambert, Rice, Thompson, Sanborn 

No - K. Lambert 
 
SECOND READING:  ORDINANCE 1-09:  RIGHT OF WAY ENCROACHMENT 
PERMITS AND A-FRAME SIGNS 
 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF RIFLE, COLORADO, AMENDING CHAPTER 
11, ARTICLE II OF THE RIFLE MUNICIPAL CODE BY ENACTING A PERMIT 
PROCESS FOR ENCROACHMENTS IN PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY AND 
AMENDING CERTAIN PROVISIONS IN CHAPTER 16, ARTICLE VIII, THE 
CITY’S SIGN CODE, REGARDING PLACEMENT OF A-FRAME SIGNS IN THE 
PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY. 

Councilor Lambert excused himself from this item.  Mr. Lindquist noted that City staff 
has been working on regulations for A-Frame Signs (sandwich board signs) that are placed on a 
sidewalk to draw attention to an adjacent business.  The City currently does not have any specific 
regulations regarding A-Frame Signs.  Because these signs are placed on City-owned right-of-
way, a license to encroach must be obtained from the City.  Ordinance 1-09 overhauls the City’s 
encroachment permit regulations contained in Article 2 of Chapter 11 of the Rifle Municipal 
Code.  The City Manager or his designee has the authority to issue an Encroachment Permit or 
refer the application to the Planning Commission or City Council if the application merits such 
review.  Councilor Bascom moved to approve Ordinance 1-09 as amended and ordered it to be 
published in full as required by Charter; seconded by Councilor Rice.  
 
ROLL CALL:  Yes - Bascom, Rice, Thompson, Sanborn, K. Lambert 
 
CASELLE SOFTWARE AND SERVICES PROPOSAL 
 Mr. Kelty noted this proposal is for the purchase of a software module, Caselle Permit-n-
Force, which will improve customer service and staff efficiency by reducing duplicate data entry 
currently being done in the Finance, Building, and Planning Departments.  Councilor Bascom 
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moved to approve the purchase of the software in an amount not to exceed $23,480, and 
authorized the Finance Director to sign the license agreement; seconded by Councilor Lambert. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Yes - Bascom, A. Lambert, Rice, Thompson, Sanborn, K. Lambert 
 
PRE-CONSTRUCTION PURCHASE OF MIOX EQUIPMENT 
 Mr. Stevens explained that SGM Engineering has provided the engineering services 
required to allow the City to pre-purchase this equipment with the confident knowledge that all 
necessary pieces of equipment purchased will meet the Beaver Creek Water Treatment Plant 
needs now and into the future until a WTP expansion is necessary.  Councilor Rice moved to 
approve the purchase of the MIOX Equipment in an amount not to exceed $49,700; seconded by 
Councilor Lambert. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Yes - Bascom, A. Lambert, Rice, Thompson, Sanborn, K. Lambert 
 
CHANGE ORDER #5 FOR RRWWRF 
 Mr. Stevens noted this Change Order is to cover changes to the pipe fitting in the 
oxidation ditch, addition of employee card reader system, design of yard hydrants, and a change 
in a main electrical switch gear.  Councilor Rice moved to approve Change Order #5 in an 
amount of $10,218; seconded by Councilor Thompson. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Yes - Bascom, A. Lambert, Rice, Thompson, Sanborn, K. Lambert 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

Mr. Hier reviewed the following items:  2008 Accomplishments Report; Centennial Park; 
Spring Clean-Up; 4th Street Crossing; ice removal; speed bumps; reorganization of Utility 
Department; temporary water treatment plant; written investment policy.  Ms. Nelson reminded 
the Council about a workshop next week with the Economic Development Corp.  Mr. Braaten 
provided a legislative update, and answered specific questions about bills.  Three openings exist 
on the Impact Advisory Committee for DOLA applications.  Mr. Braaten is also working on 
sales and use tax rebates for solar.  The CML Annual Conference is June 16-19.  Mr. Stevens 
thanked Mr. Braaten for his help with the PUC Hearing.  Mr. Stevens attended a meeting with 
Congressman Salazar last week, where infrastructure needs were discussed.  A taste test of 
Rifle’s water will occur on February 26.   
 
COMMENTS FROM MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
KUDOS 
 Councilor Thompson congratulated Mr. Stevens on a positive Compliance Inspection 
Report received by the CDPHE.  Councilor Lambert thanked the Scouts for attending the 
Council meeting. 
 
RECYCLING 
 Councilor Sanborn was pleased to see the new co-mingled recycling containers at City 
Hall.  She encouraged everyone to recycle plastic containers that are labeled with a one or a two 
in the triangle. 
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POTENTIAL CLOSING OF THE RIFLE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY (RCF) 
 Mayor Lambert noted that the State is considering closing the RCF to save money.  The 
impacts on jobs, families, the local economy, and organizations that use prison labor (hospital, 
County, Senior Housing, Parks, golf course) were discussed.  Council directed staff to draft a 
letter outlining these issues, and a resolution in support of keeping the RCF open.  A special 
meeting will be held prior to next week’s workshop for the consideration of the resolution. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 
 
              
Wanda Nelson      Keith Lambert 
City Clerk      Mayor  
 
 
 
  


