VISITOR IMPROVEMENT FUND
ADVISORY BOARD MEETING

Tuesday June 8, 2021
REGULAR MEETING
*Noon* VIA ZOOM in lower Conference Room

A regular meeting of the G.R.I.T. advisory board is called to order at 12:07 p.m.
Present at Roll Call: Garrick Frontella, Kristine Llacuna, Helen Rogers, Evin
Sartin, Kari Slappy, and Tyler Kelly.
Also Present: Main Street Manager Kim Burner.
Minutes- Tyler Kelly moves to approve the minutes for May. The motion is
seconded by Helen Rogers, and the motion carries. Minutes for May are
approved.

Grant Applications:
RECREACTION DEPARTMENT - Kim Burner speaks for the Recreation
Department, in lieu of Austin Rickstrew. The City of Rifle Recreation
Department would like to increase community events during the July 3rd
celebration. They need $7,000.00 to facilitate more activities. This would
include a Bump & Jump that costs $2,000.00, a Bubble Tower at $1,500, a face
painter, a juggler, and miscellaneous. The Fireworks are still scheduled,
weather permitting, and those are funded with the roll-over money from 2020.
R.A.M.B.O. - Kim Burner speaks for the R.A.M.B.O. organization. They are
requesting $15,000.00. The funds will be used to create a shade structure at the
Grand Hogback trail system ($10,000) and the Roan Cliff Chaos Mountain Bike
Race ($5,000)
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Board Vote and Approval of Grant Applications:
Evin Sartin moves to approve the Recreation Department’s application for GRIT
funds. The motion is seconded by Helen Rogers. All are in favor, and the
motion carries for the approval of $7,000.00.
Helen Rogers moves to approve RAMBO’s application for 15,000, motion is
seconded by Evin Sartin. The motion carries.
Partner Group Updates:
R.R.E.D.C. - Tyler Kelley speaks for the R.R.E.D.C. He updates the board of on
the participation of the entity in the Comprehensive Economic Development
Strategy through the A.G.N.C. This strategy will help support existing goals and
projects.
D.D.A. - Helen Rogers speaks for the D.D.A. She touches on the downtown
renovation project as it is ongoing and making progress.
The Chamber- Tyler Kelley speaks for the Chamber as the newly elected vicechair of the chamber board of directors. He informs the board of the elections
that took place at The Chamber, as well as hiring a new Administrative
Assistant. The annual membership barbeque took place and had a great turn
out. There are meetings scheduled to designate events that will take place in
2021. They are in the process of hiring an executive director for the chamber.
Many of the past committees have been revitalized for this year. Helen Rogers
asks if The Chamber will be involved in this year’s Farmer’s Market. Tyler
answers ‘yes’ and he will be hands on at the market.
Project Updates3rd Street Renovation- Kim Burner speaks for this project and informs the board
of the progress. The businesses downtown continue to struggle due to the
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street closures and infrastructure updates. City Council has approved a
Downtown Redevelopment Business Relief Grant in the amount of $70,000.00;
which will be administered by the R.R.E.D.C. With the help of Helen Rogers, the
word will get out to local downtown businesses. Many businesses have
elected to close their doors, until after the project construction. Kim has heard
that visitors from Denver have made it to Rifle to visit our local restaurant,
Shooter’s, however their doors were closed. The project is on the right track as
far as the time line, and crews are hard at work to keep it that way. Cement is
being laid on Railroad Avenue, as well as the side walk. The water lines are
being replaced and this will impact some businesses. The roads are slated to be
open by the Garfield County Faire event.
Western Adventure Weekend- Kim Burner speaks for this event. Plans are to
have this event change to accommodate the re-opening of downtown. There
will be a ribbon cutting and other events planned around downtown to
celebrate.
In closing, the board deliberates and decides to hold the next GRIT meeting on
7/14/2021 to accommodate board members.

Meeting adjourns at 12:54 p.m.

GREATER RIFLE IMPROVEMENT TEAM BOARD MEETING- June 8, 2021

